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General Issue
The Southern Quarterly is devoted to the interdisciplinary study of 
Southern arts and culture. Now available through Project MUSE, 
SoQ defines "the arts" broadly, including literature, painting, 
sculpture, music, dance, theatre, film, and popular culture. SoQ 
also publishes studies of Southern culture informed by such dis-
ciplines as history, folklore, anthropology, political science, and 
social geography. SoQ defines "The South" as any place south of 
the Mason Dixon Line, including the Caribbean, and extending to 
the larger Global South.  
Vol. 54, no. 2
(Winter 2017)
THE SOUTHERN QUARTERLY
A JOURNAL OF ARTS & LETTERS IN THE SOUTH
A publication of the College of Arts and Letters
The University of Southern Mississippi
MAUREEN RYAN, DEAN
Editorial Advisory Board
FAEDRA CARPENTER, University of Maryland 
SUSAN CASTILLO STREET, King’s College London
UNA CHAUDHURI, New York University 
HARRY ELAM, Stanford University
WILLIAM FERRIS, University of North Carolina
MICHAEL KREYLING, Vanderbilt University
MICHAEL LOFARO, University of Tennessee
JOHN LOWE, University of Georgia
PAUL MARIANI, Boston College
JOSEPH MILLICHAP, Western Kentucky University
CHRISTOPHER METRESS, Samford University 
CHRISTOPHER MORRIS, University of Texas-Arlington
BRENDA MURPHY, University of Connecticut
PEGGY WHITMAN PRENSHAW, Millsaps College
NANCY STEEN, Hattiesburg, Mississippi
JAMES G.THOMAS, JR., University of Mississippi
GOVERNOR WILLIAM WINTER, Jackson, Mississippi
JÜRGEN WOLTER, Universität Wuppertal, Germany
THE SOUTHERN QUARTERLY, A JOURNAL OF ARTS & LETTERS IN THE SOUTH, is published by The University of Southern 
Mississippi in the Fall, Winter, Spring, and Summer and managed by the College of Arts & Letters. Copyright 
© 2016 by The University of Southern Mississippi. Periodicals postage paid at Hattiesburg, MS and additional 
mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Southern Quarterly, 118 College Drive #5078, 
Hattiesburg, MS 39406-5078. E-mail: SouthernQuarterly@gmail.com.
ISSN 0038-4496
Individual subscription rates are $35.00 per year. Institutional rate: $65.00 per year. For foreign subscrip-
tions add $40.00 US for postage. Back issues are available from SoQ; individual copy prices vary. Back 
issues are also available from University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, MI 40106.
Manuscripts should follow the most recent MLA Manual and Style Guide to Scholarly Publishing, and the 
guidelines on our website: http://www.usm.edu/soq/guidelines.htm. E-mail submissions are preferred and 
should be addressed to the Managing Editor at: SouthernQuarterly@gmail.com. Correspondence may 
be sent to that e-mail address or to: THE SOUTHERN QUARTERLY, The University of Southern Mississippi, 118 
College Drive #5078, Hattiesburg, MS 39406-5078. 
http://www.usm.edu/soq
Notification of nonreceipt of copies must be received within six months (twelve months for foreign subscribers) 
for replacement without charge.
THE SOUTHERN QUARTERLY is indexed or abstracted in Arts and Humanities Citation Index, MLA International 
Bibliography, IBZ (International Bibliography of Periodical Literature), IBR (International Bibliography of Book 
Reviews) and EP (Ebsco Publishing, Inc.), Current Contents: Arts and Humanities, Abstracts of English Studies, 
and Humanities International Complete. 
MEMBER OF PROJECT MUSE   
   MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF 
   EDITORS OF LEARNED JOURNALS
Editor            PHILIP C. KOLIN    Managing Editor               DIANE DECESARE ROSS
Book Review Editor       PHILIP C. KOLIN   Film Review Editor        PHILLIP GENTILE
Editorial Assistant          ERICA VAN SCHAIK
Cover art:Thomas Hart Benton (1889-1975). Deep South (panel from the mural America To-
day). 1930. Egg tempera with oil glazing over Permalba on a gesso ground on linen mounted 
to wood panels with a honeycomb interior, 92 x 117 in. Metropolitan Museum of Art, New 
York. Image copyright © The Metropolitan Museum of Art. Image source: Art Resource, NY.
Vol. 54, no. 2                                                                              Winter 2017
TABLE OF CONTENTS
GENERAL ISSUE
Editor’s Introduction
PHILIP C. KOLIN 5
ESSAYS
The Last Faulkner: The Reivers on the Road to Banality 
MICHAEL KREYLING 10
Alice Walker’s “Roselily”: Meditations on Culture, Politics, 
and Chains 
TRUDIER HARRIS 28
The Intellectual Lives of Natchez and Concord, and the Legacies 
of Slavery
CHRISTOPHER MORRIS 49
Thomas Hart Benton and the South 
HENRY ADAMS 71
A Memory Painting—My Southern Family
MALAIKA FAVORITE 90
INTERVIEWS 
An Interview with Victoria Bynum on The Free State of Jones 
SUSANNAH J. URAL  94
An Interview with Rodney Jones 
RALPH ADAMO 104
An Interview with Katie Bickham 
MEG REYNOLDS 114
FROM THE ARCHIVES
The Murder of James Carradus and the Case of 
Commonwealth v. John (1839)
JEFF FORRET 130
“The Essentials of Good Citizenship": A Newly Discovered 
Archival Document in the Evelyn Gandy Papers
LORRAINE A. STUART 142
POEMS 
Couplets, Interstitial 
JACK B. BEDELL  152
Despite the Odds 
MARK S. BURROWS 153
louisiana fl ood, 2016
SISTER LOU ELLA HICKMAN, IWBS 154 
Heritage 
PETER NEIL CARROLL 155
Sight of Desire  
JEAN-MARK SENS 156
BOOK REVIEWS 
The Ecological Poetics of James Dickey: A Study in How 
Landscape Shapes the Being of Man by Sue Walker
MARY A. HOOD 157
At the Movies with Truman Capote and Harper Lee: 
A Review Essay
DONNIE MCMAHAND and KEVIN L. MURPHY 161
NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS 169
THE SOUTHERN QUARTERLY4 
